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— ACTS xxvii. 22. latter part. 
For as concerning this Sect, we know that it is 
every where ſpoken againſt. 


Mongſt the many famous and graceful Paſſages in the 
Conduct and Behaviour of the Great Apoſtle PAUL, 
this, to which our Text refers us, is none of the leaſt. 

H E is now, as a Priſoner, advancing towards Rome; 
he Brethren in the Faith for which he had ſo earneſtly contend- 
d, go eur to meet him: Eager to fee and converſe with a Per- 
on of whom they had heard ſo many Great, and Good Things. 
dome went as far as Appii-Forum; about Fifty Miles; others as 
ar as the Three-Taverns, about Thirty Miles from the City; 
his Kindneſs and Reſpect our Apoſtle firſt receives with all 
hankfulneſs to God, and then improves as a Support and En- 
outagement ro Himſelf; and thus He came to Rome. | 
is Arrival the Centurion delivers up his Charge of Priſoners to 
he Captain of the Guard: And as, at his firſt raking Paul into 

_uſtody, he had been charged by Felix to allow him his Liberty; 

o he became much more a Friend ro Him upon the Good Opi- 
dn he had juſtly conceived of Him in their Journey ; and could 

ot bur be particularly ſenſible how much He owed to the Apoſtle 

In the late Shipwrach, in which He and his Company had been 

0 wonderfully delivered; and therefore obrains for him that 
pecial Favour to dwell by himſelf, with a Souldier appointed 10 
ep Him. 

HIS Liberty St. Paul well knew how to make uſe of, both 

o the Advantage of himſelf and his Cauſe: Tho' we do nor 

nd he was ſo much concerned for his own Security, as he was 

o propagare Chriſtianity ; for which, he elſewhere tells us, He 

daß willing not only to be bound, but to die. | 

NE loſes no time in ſetting about what was fir to be done: but 

fter three Days, which very likely might be ſpent in conſulting 
vith his God, his Friends; and his own Spirit; He calls roge- 
her the Chief of the Fews which Reſided in that City: And 
ow, like one perfectly acquainted with all the Arts of wiſe 
Flanagemetity but at the ſame time undet the immediate —— 
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and Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, we find him opening h 
Caſe, and the Reaſons of. his being brought into ſuch a Circur 


ſtance} If any Addreſs in the World could have gain'd upon i this, 
ſullen, and bigorred a People, methinks that very juſt and af of C 
fecting Account he gives of Himſelf, ſhould have melted rhenfffl ſeem 
into the moſt favourable Thoughts imaginable: And ſhould hay them, 
made em look upon that very Chain as an Ornament, which H cernii 
tells em he was bound with, for a ſtrenuous and faithful Adhedy S! 
ing to what had all along been the Expectation of their Farhers© ment 
and what, to that day, was the common prevailing Hope the C 
Iſrael ; namely, the coming of the Meſſiah, and the Reſurrectiaꝗſi as th 
of the Dead. the FE 
HOW Noble and Excellent is the Spirit? How moving th Perſu 
Eloquence that ſhines in thoſe Four Verſes, 17, 18, 19, 20. M wher 
and Brethren, tho I have committed nothing againſt the - People F reſpec 
. Cuſtoms of our Fathers, yet was I delivered Priſoner from JeruſalenWever, 
into the bands of the Romans. And that you may not think Wthat 
give a falſe Account of my felf, in aſſuring you that I ſuikWple rc 
without Cauſe, I defire no further Favour at your Hands, tba He t! 
that my Judges, before whom I was tryed, may witneſs for mei ſpoke 
who when they had examined me, would have let me go, becauſe the them 
was no cauſe of Death in me. Should you further ask how Mattei Acco: 
then come to be carried thus high, in ſtill proceeding againſt me ¶to cor 
The plain State of the Caſe is this; The Fews were lo far fron 
falling in with the declared Opinion of my Judges, that the I. 
were the more hated and incenſed by it; ſo that, in meer Sell 0 
Preſervation, I was conſtrained to appeal unto Cæſar.  HereupoY II. 
he immediately adds according to the Temper of true Chriſti t 
niry, Nat that I had ought to accuſe my Nation of. After ""_ 
theſe Provocations, and this Barbarous Treatment, 1 am 3% III 
ready to forgive, and to do all the Service and Good I can i ( 
my Nation and People : So that you have nothing to fear 
ſuſpect from me, as if I ſhould now plead my Own Cauſe Ty 
fare the Emperor to Your Detriment: For, to give you fu Tue 
Proof that I have no ſuch III-wIill towards you; I have, rhuga2ainſ 
preſently upon my Arrival, called for you, to ſee you, and to ſpeꝗi does 


with you, that I might aſſure you, It is not with yy Deſign Wor wr 


reflect upon the ewe, that I am come hither, but to aſſert an nor d 


maintain the Great things that are commonly expected, an Gd 
hoped for, by them. For abe Hope of Iſrael I am bound with thiWhis fir, 


Chain, And here, methinks, if the Generous way of affertinconrin 
his Innocence could not make them his Friends, the happy. manſcution 


ner of ſhowing and pleading his Chain muſt do it. Yes, t As 


the Preſent they give into what He had ſaid, Ve neither receivſmonly 
5 6 Lett? 


__ 
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Letters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any of the Brethren 
nl chat came ſhewed, or Joke any harm of Thee. And more than 
a rhis, they ſeem'd diſpos d to hear his Thoughts in the Matters 
of Chriſt:anity too: But whilſt ſome became Converts, it ſhould 
en ſeem, that others became Enemies; And ſo it prov'd amongſt 
a them, as they reported it was in all other Places, That as con- 
| bil cerning this Sect, it was every where ſpoken againſt, Ws 
hell SUCH is the Power of Prejudice, and of differing Senti- 
ers ments in Matters of Religion, that tho Chriſtianity ir ſelf was 
che Cauſe in Diſpute; tho' ſo great and Accompliſhed a Perſon 
dia as the Apoſtle, Paul was the Advocate, and He too inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; yer the Generality were rather Provok'd, than 
th Perſwaded by Him. How much more muſt this be the Caſe, 
MAY where Matters more intricate are Debated; and Perſons in every 
le of reſpeck leſs able ro manage them are concerned in them. How- 
leu ever, ler the Run of the World be never ſo violent againſt thoſe 
that are truly Good, we have here a moſt Encouraging Exam- 
ple to look to: One that did not think it a Diſhonour, nor did 
He think it in vain to ſtand up for thoſe, who were every where 
ſpoken againſt ; nor was he afraid ro profeſs himſelf One of i 
them; nor did he ar laſt decline to ſuffer Martyrdom on this | | 
Account. So that from hence we may very fairly take Occaſion 
to conſider theſe Three things, | G 


— 


I. THAT true Religion, and the Profeſſors of it, may be 


the 

Sell every where ſpoken againſt. 

ape II. THAT this may happen even amongſt ſuch as pretend 
ti; ro the ſame Religion, as well as amongſt thoſe who profeſs 


r a to be of the moſt different Religions in the World. ; l 


III. WHAT is the Duty of ſuch as are truly Pious, and | 
n 1 Conſcientious in ſuch a Caſe. | : 
ar | 

J. THESE Words do moſt plainly ſuggeſt ehis to us, that 


WM True Religion, and the Profeſſors of zt, _ be every where ſpoken 

azainſt, The Hiſtory of our LORD, and of his APOSTLES, 
does abundantly prove thus much, That never any Man ſpake, 
or wrought Miracles, liv'd, or dy'd, as JESUS CHRIST did; 
t anYnor did ever ſuch a Spirit of Power, of Wiſdom, of Holineſs, of 
Y Goodneſs, appear in the World, as that which fill'd and guided 
b chi his firſt Diſciples ; and yer the ſame Hiſtory informs us of the 
continual Reproaches, and Slanders, the hard Uſage and Perſe- 
maicutions which they every where met with. 

As for our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, you know He was com- 
monly Reproach'd with {his mean Extract, and CUTS 
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« A ſpiteful malicious Proverb concerning the Country where He ons c 
was brought up, was what the Fews laid as great weight upon Profeſſ 
« Nds an Excellent Writer) as if chat alone was enough to con- ad n 
« fure all his Miracles: When once they had ſhor that Bolt at A: 5 
„him, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth, the Buſineſs was ih y 
« concluded clear againſt him. But adding to this their Ex. Jignat 
ceprions againſt his ſeemingly mean and poor Circumſtances in he Cor 
the World, this they found a yet more taking Reaſon for Re. AT 
jecting Him; fince a preſent Kingdom and Temporal Greaznel; Somm 
was what their Hearts All run our after. The Miracles of ndan; 
CHRIST they aſctib'd to the Devil, And in his Converſation Whoſe ag 
they reflected on Him as a Friend and Familiar of Publicans and The 
Sinners. Tho ar the ſame time they ſaw that his Miracles were Ny ehe 
wrought to diſpeſſeſ the Devil, and to deſtroy his Works ; and that ¶proar 
He converſed with Sinners no other way but in order to the making . 
them Saints, and bringing them to Repentance : Bur ſuch notorious or, . 
Inconſiſtencies and Contradictions do Men ſpread, and take hing, 
up with, when they once ſer themſelves to vilify Goodnels, Wer al 
and Good Men. Once more, it was no ſmall Contempt that he H; 
they thought to throw upon our LORD, by putting the Queſti-Mherei 
on, Have any of the Rulers or Phariſces be/ieved on him? Hereby 
ſetting all the Power and Authority both of Church and State, the 
Learned and the Rich againſt CHRIST, and his Followers 


whom they reviled as Ignorant and Illiterate, Vile and Accurſed. Wr. Pa 
NOW, as the Maſter of the Houſe mer with ſuch Treatment, oour'd 
ſhall we find it was afterward with Them of his Houſehold, 4 bo Mccuſe 
indeed the Preaching of the APOSTLES was ſtrangely ſuc- e Te, 
ceſsful as to ſome, yet it was as ſtrangely oppoſed by others. It wasWeirher 
uſual ro call em Diſtracted Perſons ; ſometimes they were mock ding, 
and deſpiled as Men full of Wine, Acts 2. 13. ſometimes they Mus ſte 
were charged with being mad, and beſide themſelves, Acts 26. 24. Ping v 
ſometimes Men were ſo provok'd by their Preaching, that they m, A. 
immediately laid violent Hands on them, and impriſon d them -Weir V 
arid in Courts of Fudicature ſeverely threatned them, and command. If the 
ed them nt to teach in the Name of Feſus, Acts 4. 2, 3, 18. The ſroach' 
Phariſees, who were violently ſer. upon their Ceremonies, andi bſurd 
furiouſly zealous for the Honour of their Church, thought thej Novert) 
could never breathe out Toreatnings and Slauzhter faſt enoughWe Peo 
a einſt the Diſciples f the Lord; as the Account is given of Saul, nd © 
Adv 9. 1, who lived after the ſtrifteſt Set of the Publick Religion, he Ar 
a Phariſees Acts 25. 5. and who acted particularly under their, tha 
Dicection. The Sadduces, on the other hand, who were becomeWe Fen 
meer Senſualiſts, and had thrown off all Inward Religion, deny-Way ea: 


ing: that there was either Angel or Spirit, or that there ſhould be 
| an 
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any Reſurrection from the Dead ; but yet for ſome Political Rea- 
ons complying with the Eftabliſh'd Worſhip, and outwardly 
n Profeſſing a Regard to the Law of Moſes ; theſe Sadduces, I ſay, 
ad no Patience to hear the Doctrine of the APOSTLES, 
18, 5. 17. Then the High Prieſt roſe up, and all they that were 
Pitch him, (which is the Set of the Sadduces) and were filled with In- 
- Vignation, and laid their Hands on the Agoſiles, and put them in 
in he Common Priſon. 
[A one Place they are brought before the Magiſtnatet, and 
Fommanded to be beaten, ch, 5. 40. At another Place they; were 
Endangered by the Clamours and Riots of the common People, who 
Foſc againſt em, and aſſaulted rhe Houſe where they were, 48, 17. 
| The Fews which believed not took unto them certain lewd Fellows, 
the baſer ſort, and gathered a Company, and ſet all the City on an 
I proar : and aſſaulted the Houſe of Jaſon, and ſought to bring them 
| Paul and Silas) out unto the People. And when they found them 
oe, they drew Jaſon and certain Brethren unto the Rulers rf the City, 
ying, Theſe that have turn'd the World upſide down, are come hi- 
er alſo. And thus we find Tertullus, a mercenary Pleader for 


dat he High Prieſt and Elders, forging an Accuſation againſt Paul, 
ſti-Fyherein he repreſents him as an Enemy to Church and State; a 
by | 


over of Sedition, and a Profaner of the Temple, Acts 24. 5, 6. 
the heſe, it ſeems, have always been the Topicks with which Men 
„f ill Principles have ſought to run down others. And when 
d. r. Paul had clear'd himſelf with a Plainneſs of Speech, that 
. 10 Four'd rhe urmoſt Contempt upon the barbarous Eloquence of his 
hv Miccuſer, directly replying to the Charge, They neither found me in 
ſuc- e Temple diſputing with any Man, neither raiſing up the People, 
Was either in the Synagogues, nor in the City, neither can they prove the 
ck Wings whereof they now accuſe me; when, I ſay, the Apoſtle had 
hey Rus ſtop'd their Proſecution of him in a Legal way, the next 
24. Ping we hear of, is their /aying wait for him ſecretly to murder 
hey n, Acts 25. 3. The Athenians and ſuch as were famous for. 
2m ;Weir Wir and Politeneſs, derided the Plainneſs-and Simplicity 
the Chriſtians. The Pöhiloſophers and Men of Learning re- 
'TheFroachd em, for maintaining and teaching what they counted 
an!Wbſurdities. The Rich and Great deſpiſed them, becauſe of their 
'\ Moverty and Meanneſs. And hence it was that the Generality of 
oughWe People, who are govern'd and determined by thoſe of Figure 
Saul, nd of Common Fame, ſcorn'd and abuſed them. To be brief, 
gion, he Apoſtle Paul himſelf has accounted for all this, when he tells 
theuß, that the Preaching of CHRIST CRUCIFY'D was to 
omeWe Fews 4 Stumbling-block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, You 
770 ay eaſily obſerve in our Apoſtle's Carajpgue of his Sufferings, 
L | 33 7 LD 2 Cer, 
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2 Cor. 11. 13. and the following Verſes, what Entertainment he and hore” 


rhe” Goſpel he preached, mer with, not only in Fudea, but in Heart- b 
other Parts of the World: A Summary of which we have in Her w 
4, 20. 23. where he ſays, The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, e Fach 
that Bonds and Affii&tions wait for me. So true is it that fincere In Hy; 


Piery, and the Profeſſors of it, may be every where, and in the 


But 
moſt violent manner ſpoken againſt. 
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II. I am next to ſhew, Thar this may happen even amongſt! 
ſuch as pretend to the ſame Religion, as well as amongſt theſe 


who profeſs the moſt different Religions in the World. et are 
1 1 E firſt Enmity and Hatred that ſhew'd it ſelf after the Fal roteſta) 
of Man was upon a Religious Account, and that, when there Nen the 


was but one Religion, yea but one Family upon Earth: I mean in 
the Matter of Cain and Abel. They were both taught ro wor- 
ſhip God, and to facrifice to him by their Father Adam; tho it 
ſeems with very different Succeſs ; for the Lord had reſpect unto 
Abel, and his Offering, but unto Cain and his Offering be had ns 
reſpett: And upon this very Account, without any ether Provo- 
cation that we read of, Cain's Hatred of his Brother ſwell'd to 
ſuch a Degree, that he roſe up againſt bim, and ſlew him, Gen. 4. Nſtituti. 
begin. . | odline 
SO amongſt the Fews, ro whom in a peculiar manner were Nen eve 
committed rhe Oracles of God, yet we find their Conteſts very great, roofs « 
and many dreadful Quarrels breaking out amongſt them. There our 
were a Number, you know, who withſtood Meſes and Aaron, Meſe rh 
even at a time when God did in the moſt ſignal and miraculous be pul 
manner Chooſe and Own them, And in times of Corruption, I It wi 
and rhe ſpreading of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, thoſe whoWill be | 
maintain d a prevailing Senſe of Religion were hated and diſtreſs d. ¶ than 
So Elijah was purſued by Abab, as one that troubled Iſrael, andis beer 
threatned by Fezabel, only for his faithful adhering to the Law olffiore tei 
God, and the ſt Inſtitutions of his Worſhip, Jeremy complains, ch a 8 
For thy ſake I bave ſuffered Rebule, Jer. 15.15. Read ch. 20. 1, 2.Mnces « 
and you will find that his Sufferings were occaſion'd not by the@nainit 
Heathen, but by the very Prieſts of his own Nation: Now Paſhurhriicul 
the Son of Immer the Prieſt, who was alſo Chief Governour in the. T 
Houſe of the Lord, heard that Jeremiah propheſied theſs Things tradi! 
#ben Paſhur ſmote Jeremiah, and put him in the Stocks that were inWferent 
the high Gate F Benjamin. And ſo again the Prophet Amos tells evailit 
us, That Den and fincere Piety was what provoked thee pur! 
greateſt Hatred and Enmity in his time, Amos 5. xo. They hateſbken: 
bim who rebuketh in the Gate, and they abhor him who ſpeaketh 15. To ex 
rightly, A Jew or nota Jew; yet if he was a good Man, he was tainin 
= PEP abhor d. | 
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bhorr d. It is ſufficiently known how fatal their Diviſions and 
Jearr-burnings againſt one another were, when that of our Sa- 
our was fulfill'd, That the Son ſhould riſe againſt the Father, and 
e Father againſt the Son, &c. and a Man's Foes ſhould be they of his 
vn Houſebold. 

Bur now if we look into the Chriſtian World, rhe Diviſions, 
onrentions and Perſecutions which have prevail'd here have been 
Iſo very Numerous and very Great. And that not only where 
je Religion is manifeſtly different, as betwixt Papiſts and Pro- 
ants it is; which, tho they both bear the Name of Chriſtians, 
Er are certainly moſt oppoſite to one another: But even amongſt 
roteſtants Themſelves, who are of the ſame Religion, has there 
2en the ſame ſpiteful and reproachful Speaking againſt one or 
her Party of them. I ſay of the ſame Religion; for it is an Ar- 
fice of the Devil and of Defigning Men, to put it into Peoples 
eads, that a Difference in ſome External Modes of Worſhip 
akes different Religions; but give me leave to repeat it even 
ongſt Proteſtants Themſelves, that is, Thoſe who profeſs to take 
e Bible for the only Rule of their Faith and Worſhip, who 
bſcribe the ſame Articles, agree in the ſame Ordinances and 
ſtirutions, and who preſs the very ſame Duties of practical 
odlineſs and Religion, yer has it ſo happened, that ſome have 
en every where ſpoken againſt by others. We have too many ſad 
oofs of chis in the Hiſtory of ourown Nation, and the Temper 
our own Times, to need farther Enlargement. And indeed 
Weſe things are fitter ro be Read and Talk' d of elſewhere, than 
be pub liſn d in ſuch a Place as this. 

lr will be more to your Advantage, and therefore, I doubt not, 
ill be more acceptable, to enquire into the Reaſon of its being 
than to trouble you with the ungrateful Rehearſal of what 
s been from time to time of this kind. And as it will much 
' 01 Fore tend to compoſe our Minds, and to make us acquieſce in 
n5\Fch a State of Things, to Account for it, than to produce In- 
2. Inces of the Truth of it; this is what I ſhall attempt in the 
the@maining Part of this Diſcourſe, by conſidering theſe following 
articulars. 

I. THE chief End and Deſign of Men may be as oppoſite and 
W:radifory, where they —_ the ſame, as where they profeſs 
ferent Religions; and if we may at any time fuppoſe that the 
evailing Parry are governed by a wrong End, then thoſe who 
> purſuing the beſ# and greateſt End, may be every where 
ken againſt. 

Io explain my (elf, The Enjoyment of This World, or the 
, taining of Everlaſting Happinels - the Next, is what all Men 
1 . p ! are 
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are ſer upon; and as one or t'other of theſe prevail, Men are pe th 
ſud ro be Earthly or Heavenly-minded 3 and the main Courle of ſwell a 
their Lives and Actions is accordingly directed and over-rul'd, pf a2 


Temporal Power and Grandeur, Wealth and Riches, ſenſual all rhi 
Delights and Entertainments are made the chief Good of the one; Mat ; 
whilit rhe Kingdom of Heaven, the Beatific Viſion and Fruition Rhan 
of God, with all the Intellectual Joys and Satisfactions which cho h 
reſult from thence, are accounted the chief Good of the other. From / 
Now what can be the Conſequence of ſuch a widely different many 
manner of thinking and. acting, as this moſt contrary Turn offfbp tlii: 
Mind muſt lead Men into, but a continual thwarting and op. Fereſt, 
poſing one another? And foraſmuch as the Senſualiſt is leaſt able IN 
to govern his Paſſions, fo we always find him the moſt eager andſpnd at 
violent in his Purſuits, and moſt chaf d and impatient underſhave f 
Contradiction cr Diſappointment: So that, ler a Man who i; hole . 
aiming at a Spiritual, Intel/efual Happineſs deſpiſe and throw Pod, a 
Contempt upon all the Pomp and Pleaſures of the World, he mulfWies he 
certainly draw upon him either the Envy, or Scorn, or Hatred with tl 
and Malignity of the Senſual Man. And thus in truth it is with Shar 
the thoroughly Religious Perſon, he counts all. things but Dreſeft all 
and Dung, fer the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus. Not Mord 
does he only give the World diſgracing Epithets and hardſand D 
Words, calling it vain, and miſerable, and vexatious, and the! O J 
like; bur, by a conſtant Courſe of Actions endeavours to ſhineWualiry 
with ſo different a Luſtre, as ro caſt a real Shade (ſuffer the Ex- 
preſſion) upon All the Worldling admires. 

CONSIDER a little theſe two Perſons; on one hand, therWHeave 
is a Man, who is mighty eager in the Purſuit of Shadows, heMglad rc 
will needs fer em up, and magnity them as the greateſt and onhffligion, 
Prizes : and if any go about to perſwade him of his Miſt ale, and Natura 
tell him that he is following meer Vanities and Trifles, he preſcrt{Wltenc) 
ly concludes that ſuch are weak and Fo iſo, and only to be lock alvati 
upon with a contemptuous Smile; or elſe he concludes, that the PFins or 
envy him, and have really a Deſign againſt his Happine/s, and Reflect 
ſo he counts them his Enemies. On the other hand, here vſny ſh; 
a Man, who from a deep and powerful Conviction of the Exltianiry 
hele a 
hink 3 
tis pol 
themſe 
when, 
conſiſte 
and we 
aich 


Reality of Inviſible Things, thinks it his Duty to maintain h 
Principles, and his Expectations, in Contempt of all the pro 
fane Wit and Gayery of his Oppoſers: and that he ought firm) 
ro ſtand it out, both againit the enſnaring Sollicirations, and the 
ſevercſt Threatnings and Difplealure, of the Man of the Wor 
Now how can it be otherwiſe, than that heſe two, whenever the 
reſide together, ſnould be at continual Variance ? And may it 1 


every where ſpthen againſt. 7 


* 


are pe thus, where Men ourwardly pretend to the ſame Religion, as 
of Well as where they maintain a prœfæſt Difference 2 Does the Name 
I'd, of a Chriftian always ſignify, that a Perſon is concern'd, above 
ual ll things, ro fave his Soul? You know hit is quite otherwiſe in 
act; and in the Reaſon of the Thing nothing more caly h prove, 
ion Phan that a Man may comply with all the Ex:crna/s of Religion, 
ich who has yer never known what it is to have his Heart thus turned 
her. rom ſenſible to ſpiritual Objects. A Man may undoubtedly, and 
ent many do, moſt certainly, rake up a Form of Godlineſs and cry 
of fup this and the other Church or Parry, only to ſerve a Preſent In- 
or -· Fereſt, and with a Heart wholly Intent upon ſome Temporal Good, 
ble INDEED many there are who ſer up for Great Things here, 
and fand ar the ſame time look for very Great Things hercafter ; who 
detſhave found our a way to reconcile, in their own Apprehenſions, 
ö Tuoſe Eternal Irreconcileables in Scripture-Language, the Love of 
odd, and the Love of the World. The Artifice of theſe Perſons 
\ultſWies here, in never medling with Religion farther than is conſiſtent 
redfFvich their wor / aly Intereſts; and yet promiling themſelves as great 
tu Share in the Favour of Almighty God at laſt, as if they had 
re all for his Sake. A Prudence this, if we may ule their 
Nor Word for it, inſpired, without Queſtion, by the Great Enemy 
ariand Deſtroyer of Souls. 
tſk OTHERS again think to cover their Worldlineſs and Sen- 
nine uality by loud Clamours for ſomething they would have to paſs 
Ex · Ver Religion; and if once a Temporal End can be ſerved thereby, 
Shele Mens Hatred riſes higheit againſt Them who are of a more 
Heavenly, Spiritual Diſpoſition. The Groſs of Mankind are 
glad ro meer with any thing conteſted fer under the Name of Re- 
ligion, which may ſuit their depraved and worldly Inclinations. 
atural Conſcience, we'll ſuppoſe, ſuggeſting ro them the Incon- 
iſtency of this and the other Courſe of Life with the Hope of 
alvation ; whilſt yer they are reſolved not to quiz either their 
ins or their Hopes; though they are forc'd upon every ſober 
Reflection, to owa their Contradiction. Now 1f, in this Diſtreſs, 
ny ſhall riſe up, and ſurprize them with ſuch Notions of Chri- 
Iſtianity, as ſeem to Licenſe, or at leaſt Excuſe their ſinful Ways, 
heſe are the main Champions of Religion; and choſe who do nor 
hink as they do muſt preſently be condemn'd and vilitied. Nay, 
tis poſſible that nor only Others, but even Fheſe very Advocares 
themſelves, may think they are pleading for the true Religion, 
when, in reality, they are only pleading for ſuch a Religion as 1s 
conſiſtent with a Senſual Corrupr Mind. Search to the bottom, 
and we ſhall generally find that the Spring of thoſe Contentions, 
Which are about Religion, is no other than this, a prevailing Re- 
B 2 gard 
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gard to ſome Temporal Intereſt on one fide, and a prevailing Con. Hap 

cern about a Future and Eternal State on the other. Fl only add B 

under this Head, that whoever conſiders duly the Difference betwixi vail! 

thoſe whom the World Canonizes for Saints, and thoſe whom Deg 
God pronounces ſuch, will ſee Reaſon to own, that the Enmityſh ſtrut 


berwixt Theſe muſt in ſome Reſpects be greater, and more Im Wo! 


lacable, than that which is betwixt an Infidel and a true Be. Seri 
ever. mak 
(2.) THE Ways and Manners of Men may be as contrary and prof 
various where they profeſs the ſame, as where they profeſs different plott 
Religions. And it is bur ſuppoſing, oh! that it was only a Sup an F 
poſition, that the major Part are at any time vicious and corrupt a lit 
and then the Men of Regular Behaviour and Converſation will the 1 
be every where ſpoken you: So David tells us, he was the Sui Way. 
of the Drunkards ; and the Deriſion of great and Proud Men, be grea 
cauſe he declined not from God's Law, Pſal. 119. 51. Indeeſ Nor 
Practical Godlineſs is that which a Libertine is leaſt able to beg ever 
with in thoſe about him. Hereby his Sins are ſer continually bel Wir 
fore his Eyes; and as he is reſolved not to part with them, h Abor; 
rows enraged againſt his Neighbour, whoſe Life is a ſtanding} mina 
Wn and Reproach ro him. Holineſs gives a Perſon ſuch i 3. 
ſubſtantial Greatneſs, and ſhews him to the World in fo recon conte 
mending a manner, that ſuch as will not imitate, do yer ſecretiſi gion 
admire, or however envy, the Character of the real Chriſtian, per, 
Now if at any time Conſcience is awaken'd without working nant 
Mens Converſion, it does certainly excite in them the great} Fre? 
Indignation. In ſuch a Caſe a Man thinks it abſolutely neceſſarf} agait 
to fink the Credit of that Conduct and Behaviour, which is enter 
much the Reverſe of his own, in order to ſecure a good Opiniq calm 
of himſelf. Hence it is that if the Good Man is guilty of an to m 
real Fault, the Bad will be ſure ro magnify it, and as far as poſſſi Patie 
ble ro make him appear ſuch a one as himſelf; nay ſo much wor but 
as he will from thence charge him wuh Hypocriſy in all his P Pow! 
tenſions to a greater Strictneſs and Holineſs than himſelf, Again E\ 
if he cannot find, he will endeavour to forge Sin upon him. OF ſon t 


if he has no Opportunity for this, he will even hate atid quarr} God 
with him for Goodneſs it ſelf. The Apoſtle Peter, deſcribinfÞ Nati 
the voluptuous and riorous part of Mankind in his Day, tells vu} Trou 
they pee Evil of thoſe that were ſober, only on this account ſenſil 
| becauſe they would nor join with them in their Debaucheries an times 
Exceſſes, 1 Pet. 4. 3, 4. N ho walked in Laſeiviouſneſs, Lu ful a 
_ Exceſs of Wine, Revellings, Banquetings, and abominable Ido tent 
tries; wherein, ſays he, they think it ſtrange, that you ran u man) 
with them to the ſame Eæceſ of Riot, ſpeaking Evil of h to be 
T2 HI 
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every where ſpoken againſ. 13 
Happy they who for this Reaſon are every where ſpoken 4 ainſt. 
BU 2 pre- 


T yer farther, as this Corruption of Manners an | 
vailing of Vice becomes bold and open, and riſes to any high 
Degree, it puts Men _ ſeeking and contriving the very De- 


ſtruction of rhoſe that live Righteouſly, Soberly, and Godly in the 


World. An immoral and vicious Man concludes firſt, that every 
Serious Perſon is an Enemy to him, and thereupon he is ſure te 
make himſelf an Enemy to ſuch. Thus concerning thoſe that 
profeſs the ſame Religion, it is ſaid, Pſal. 37. 12. The Wicked 
plotteth againſt the Fuſt, and gnaſheth upon him with his Teeth : 
an Expreſſion that denotes the utmoſt Rage and Hatred. And 
a little after, in the ſame Pſalm it is added, The Wicked watcheth 
the Righteous, and ſecketh to ſlay bim. This Difference of Mens 
Ways and their Manners has always been the Foundation of the 
greateſt Quarrels and Animoſities that have riſen in the World: 


Nor have we any Reaſon to expect it ſnould be otherwiſe, what- 


ever Religion Men make an outward and viſible Profeſſion of: 
Witneſs that of Solomon, Prov. 29. 27. An unjuſt Man is an 
Abomination to the Juſt: and he that is upright in the Way is Abo- 
mination to the Wicked. | 

3.T HE Tempers and Conſtitutions of Men may. be as croſs and 
coutradictory to one another, where they pretend to the ſame Reli- 
gion, as if never ſo different, So that if a haughty 2 Tem- 
per, or a * malicious one be moſt ſpreading and predomi- 
nant; tho 
Friendly Diſpoſition, will every where be oppoſed and ſpoken 
againſt. Chriſtianity, indeed, where it is rightly underſtood and 
entertain d, will ſoften the hardeſt, and ſweeten the ſowreſt, and 
calm the rougheſt Diſpoſitions in the World. There is enough 
to make Men Tender and CA Kind and Forgiving, 
Patient and Long-ſuffering, full of Love and of Good Works: 
but alas! how ſeldom do we find Perſons ſo much under rhe 
Power of it, as to produce ſuch Effects? 

Even many of thoſe, concerning whom we have good Rea- 
ſon to Believe and Hope the beſt, (after all that the Grace of 
God has done upon their Souls) do yet retain ſo much of their 
Natural Ill Tempers and Diſpoſitions, as to give a great deal of 
Trouble and Uneafineſs to all about them. You cannot but be 
ſenſible, that a many Contentions in Good Families, and ſome- 
times in Religious Societies, have been owing to Some diſguſt- 
ful and diſagreeable Tempers, where there have been no diffe- 
rent Opinions or Sentiments in Matters of Religion. There are 
many whom a Good Perſon may hope ro meet in Heaven, and 
to be happy with there, (when all that was amiſs both in his own 
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e that are of a Humble and Meck, a Charitable and 
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Temper and Theirs ſhall be taken away) that yet he would not ¶ any t 
chooſe ro ſpend a Life with upon Earth, Paul and Barnabas may Atten 
o ſo far in their Contenrions, as to ſeparate one from the other (elves 
in their Vorl here, who yet undoubtedly ſhall reap the ſame glo- he ſer 
rious Reward together for ever. tion t 
BUT now if this may be the Caſe, where both are tru- Chri 
ly Good; only pur the Matter ſo, as that one fide ſhall be world 
really Bad, and wholly under the Conduct of Humour and ligion 
Conſtitution, and then what dreadful Broils and Quarrels may ¶ ion 
we not conclude will ariſe from the Reſentments and Ill Tem- Conve 
rs of ſuch ? Mens being of the ſame Religion ſignifies little for G 
| rol when even Religion it ſelf is the Subject upon which Tue! 
theſe contradictory Tempers are moſt violent; and from which IM Relig: 
they will fetch in freſh Succours to Cheriſh and Reinforce them- IM Right 
' ſelves. O, were it poſſible Mens Tempers ſhould be healed, how | forma 
ſoon would all thoſe things, which are moſt peeviſhly and furi- IM others 
ouſly contended for, be dropt of Courſe ? Bur till then it muſt ont, cl 
needs be that Diviſions and Offences will come; and the ſeveral all ab. 
Il Humours of Men, till they are ſubdu'd, will find out ene think 
thing or other whereby to diſturb the Common Peace. Let Men thus d 
be United by Oaths and Subſcriptions; let both their Civil and the D 
Religious Intereſts be bound together; yer will a furious umpeaceable ¶ and w 
Spirit find our ways to exert it {elf in Reviling, and trampling IM tive b 
upon thoſe who are at quiet in the Land. $ againſt 
(4.) THE Two Inviſible contending Powers have their ſeveral | I h 
Agents and Inſtruments amongſt thoſe of the ſame Religion, as alread: 
well as when Chriſtians were oppoſed by Fews and Heathens, tunity 
The Spirit of Grace, as the Great Miniſter of Chriſt's Kingdom, | Notice 
is continually promoting and carrying on his Deſigns of Renew- IM been a 
ing and Saving Men. The Prince ef Wickedneſs, on the othet T H 
hand, is daily going about, ſeeking whom he may devour ; endea- Ii extenſt 
vouring to ſupplant and to hinder the Efficacy and Succels of I where : 
thoſe Methods which the Holy Ghoſt proceeds upon. The fit brace 21 
grand Agents in the Cauſe of Chriſt, this Hoh Spirit ſelected, and I and coy 
qualified for his Service, in an extraordinary manner; and the ¶ Goodnef 
Wicked Spirit on all Hands was as active and vigilant to ratic that ſu, 
againſt em extraordinary Oppoſition. He ſtirr'd up Princes and M16. O 
Rulers ro Perſecute em; Philoſophers and the fam'd Genius of Cbeſen; 
the Age to Diſpute with them, and Deride them; he enabled ii become 
ſome to work Miracles, ar leaſt in Appearance, to counter-workWaccordi, 
thoſe. wrought by the Apoſtles. Life,” | 
BUT the manner of Contention ſoon alter'd : The Evilthe pro 
Spirit finding Chriſtianity triumph'd over all Adverſe Powers, andi were cc 
chat it was in vain for his moſt Hu or potent Inſtruments to do v] J 
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15 
any thing, whereby to hinder the Progreſs of it; his next grand 
Attempt was to counterfeit it; and by allowing Men to call them- 
(elves Chriſtians, to hinder their becoming really ſuch, Thus has 
he ſer up a Temporal Kingdom and Empire at Rome, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Spiritual Kingdom, and Government of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : and rhus does he every where endeavour ro mingle a 
worldly Spirit with that of the Goſpel, and to make a ſhowy Re- 
ligion take place of real Sanctity and Goodneſs. Now in Oppo- 
fron to this, the Geod Spirit is ſtill going on with bis Work, by 
Converting and Sancti ging a Number in every Age to be Mitneſſes 
for God and Chriſt in the World; and to plead the Cauſe of 
Trus Piety, in Oppoſition to all Falſe Pretenſions, as well as Falſe 
Religions. Hence 1t 1s that ſome are perſuaded, Except their 
Righteouſneſs exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, the boaſting 
formal Profeſſors, they cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. And 
others ſtill value themſelves upon outward Privileges and Diſtincti- 


every where ſpoken. againſt. 


ent, cheriſhing in their own Minds and endeavouring to give 
all about em, very mean, yea very hard Thoughts of ſuch as 
think it neceſſary to go farther than They. Now conſider Men 


thus differently 1mpreſs'd and wrought upon, as acting under 


the Direction and by the Aſſiſtance of ſuch Inviſible Powers; 


and who can expect otherwiſe, than that thoſe who are led Cap- 


ne by the God of this World, ſhould be every where ſpeaking 


$ againſt thoſe, who in the Apoſile's Phraſe are led by the Spirit. 


I ſhould now proceed to the Third General Head ; bur, having 
already exceeded my time, I ſhall defer that ro the next Oppor- 
runity, Only ſuffer me in the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe to take 
Notice of Two Things that may be «bjefed againſt what we have 
been attempting to prove. 

THE foſt is, That ſuch Doctrine ſeems no way agreeable to the 
extenſive Grace and Mercy of the Goſpel; to ſuggeſt that in Places 
where the Goſpel is generalh received, and where Men profeſs to em- 
brace the Truths and the Inſtitutions of it, that yet the more numerous 
and conſiderable Party ſhould be in a State of Enmity to God and 
Goodneſs, end ſo under Condemnation, In anſwer to which I deſire 
that ſuch Texts as theſe may be ſeriouſly attended ro, Matth. 20. 
16. Our Lord exprefly tells us, that Many be Called, but few 
Choſen; that is, Many hear the Goſpel, and ſo far receive it as to 
become Members of the viſible Church ; bur Few live and walk 
according to it, ſo as to be indeed ſeparated at laſt to Eternal 
Life, Another Paſſage is that of the Apoſtle, who ſpeaking of 


the profeſs'd Chriſtians in his Day; wherein their Numbers 


were comparatively but very ſmall; yet ſays, that many walk, of 
whom T have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, they 
(7 | * | * e 
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_ Conqueſt of a Saint: If upon putting on his Spiritual Armour, 


16 True Religion may be, &c. 

are Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe End 15 Deſtruction, 

"whoſe God is their Belly, whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who mind q 
Earthly Things, Phil. 3. 18, 19. | k 


T HE ſecond Obje#ipn that may lie againſt the Thread of the. 
foregoing Diſcourſe is this, That it ſeems very ſtrange God ſhould 
ſuffer his Faithful Servants, though never ſo few, to be hardly treat. 
ed, and every where ſpoken againſt in the World, This you will 
meet with very frequent and full Anſwers to, in almoſt every 
Treatiſe of Providence, or of a Future Fudpment. It ſhall ſuffice 
at preſent to put you upon conſidering, How much this rends to 
the Glory of God, and Chriſt, and the Bleſſed Spirit: How ama- 
zingly is Infinite Wiſdom, and Power, and Grace manifeſted in 
carrying a Poor Creature through ſo Great and Conſtant Oppe. 
firion; and thereby making perfect all the Heirs of Salvation, 
And then again, how much this rends to the Glory of the Saints ; 
in ſubduing their Corruprions, in brightning and encreaſing their 


rimar 
arties 


Graces, and rendring them more conſpicuous to the World *, o inde 
And withal how much this adds to the Felicity and Foys of Hea. ef an: 
ven; both as to Theſe who are There already, and Thoſe who from LE 
time to time are joined to that bliſsful Company. If there be Foy r with 
in Heaven at the Converſion of a Sinner, much more ſure at the ſain a x 


Regula 
and engaging in the Chriſtian Marfare, there are ſuch joyful 
Acclamarions ; how much more when the Gosd Fight of Faith ned a 
finiſhed, and the Crown of Glory is ſet upon the ViRor's Head, Wart of 
And an unſpeakable Pleaſure it muſt ſurely be to the Soul, that Hnough. 
is once got ſafe to the Regions above, to look back upon the many 
Dangers and Difficulties it has eſcaped, and ſurmounted here be- 
low: Bur above all, to find the Recompence ſo voſtly exceed not 
only its greateſt Toils and Sufferings, but even its higheſt 


Thoughts and Imaginations. Then ſhall that of rhe Apoſtle a ſe. 
*pear in its full Senſe and Meaning; 2 Cor. 4. 17. Our light Affi. ith re 
Aion which is but for a Moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding here 7 
and eternal Weight of Glory. Diſcour 
Which God grant may be the Happineſs of us all. ance a 
* Temptation is the greateſt Occaſioner of a Chriftim's Honour: Indeed lik! AS f 
an Enems it threatens and endeavours his Ruin; but in the Conque#t of it cu. Meal Pi. 


fiſts his Crown and Triumph. Were it poſſible to be at Leagus or Truce win rþir | 
this Enemy, like the Candle in the Goſpel,that is put under a Buſhel,: he brighte/ 
Part of our — were quite obſcured. As Maximus Tyrius — of Herculeꝰ, /f anner 
Jou take from him theSrvage Beaſts that he ſlew,and the Tyrants whom he {up nly let 
preſt, his Torwrneys and Labours, you ſpoil all Hercules's Renown : ſo take fronWnd the! 
4 Chriſtian his Temptations, h:s Perſecutions, his Contentions ; remove hin 
From the Devil, from the World, you deprive him of the Chief Matter and Sub- ige our 
1 of his Glory. Tak» Job from the Dunghil ; David from Saul; Daniel fr MA 
the Lions ; the bleſſed Martyrs from the. Rack, from the Fire, from the Sword, Piſcopal 
aud what are they more than other Men? Hales of Eaton on 1 Sam. 24. 5. | 
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. ACTS xxvIII. 22. latter part. 


For as concerning this Sect, we know that it ts 
every where ſpoken againſt. 


HESE Words do ſo exactly repreſent the Caſe of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters at this Day, that one can hardly 
read em without making ſuch an Application of them. 
But if you review the foregding Diſcourſe, it will lead us 

rimarily to apply this to the truly Serious and R2/igious of All 

ir Parties, and not to confine it to any One Party amongſt us. And 

Jo indeed it is moſt true in out Degenerate Age, That Real Good- 

4. elf and Piety is every where ſpoken again. 

m LET a Man be in Commonion with the Eftabliſh'd Church; 

r with any of thoſe who Diſſent from it; yet if he would main- 

he Rain a prevailing Senſe of Religion, and if he lives an outwardly 

ur, Regular and Sober Life, he is ſure ro be hatred and reviled for 
ful t: Let him be never fo ſtrict a Church-man, he is preſently cal- 
ned a Presbyterian; and hereby the poor unthinking, vicious 

ad. Part of the World imagine they have loaded him with 1 

nat nough. 

ny A Presbyterian is thus become a Nanie much more to be glo- 

be. Ry d in, as it has been made uſe of to include all who are eminent 

not Practical Godlineſs, than as it has ſerv'd to diſticguiſh a Par- 
ety ; tho' I ſee no Reaſon as yet to be aſham'd of it even in that 
ap- Penſe. However, take it one way or bother, tis ſtill the Caſe 
(ith reference to us, that, As concerning this Sect, it is every 
ingſ@here ſpoken againſt, I ſhall therefore conſider in the following 
Diſcourſe how we ought to behave our ſelves in ſuch a Circum- 
ance as this. | 

ik AS far as we are reviled and ſpoken againſt for the Sake of 


_- 


—” ans 


con. Meal Piety, it is certainly our Duty to reſolve with David, that, 
f this be to be vile, we will be more vile: And in whatſoever 


2 . . A 
” anner we are omen againſt in the Matters of Non-conformity, 
a 


{up-Maly let us rake Care that it be for the Sake of a good Conſcience, 
fro"Wnd then even in this reſpect alſo we may ſtrengthen and encou- 
Hin | 

$44.|8e our ſelves. . 

fm MANY of thoſe very things in Which we Diſſent froin the 
od Wiſcopal Churches (whatever _ be thought of em now) were 
JN look d 
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> WHAT ſnall I ſay ? If this had been à ſufficient Reaſo 


18 The Duty of the Diſſenters as now 


look d upon by our Fathers as great and conſiderable enough to ball Atte 
contended about, not only to the Loſs of Places, as you knouhnd Co 
Two Thouſand of our Miniſters were ejected at once; bur evenſyrevent: 
to the ſpoiling of their Goods, the ſuffering of Fines and Impriſon. inguiar 
ments, and many of em the Loſs of Al] Things. A Scripture ij ab, 

Religion and Way of Worſhip is as much ro be ftood up for ayith th. 
ever: And as far as any Man upon a cloſe and diligent Search off y4areyr; 
the Scriptures does believe that this, or the other, way is moſthad rhe 
agreeable thereto, he ought ro adhere to it: And to be allow HNumbe 
ſo to do; for I think it is, in the general, an agreed Poin{ NO 
amongſt Proteſtants, That no Man has a Right to Impeſe his Senſepf his ! 
of the Bible upon another, any more than to Impoſe a New Biblifcinſcien 
and Scripture it ſelf upon him. In Effect, the one is pretty muckſhs, At 
the ſame with the other. I ſhall not enter into the Controverſin the ( 
bere; thoſe who want to be informed in it may conſult, at theiſhnenrio! 


——— 


Leiſure, thoſe many Excellent Pieces that have been written onffkemean 


this Subject. I only ſtand oblig'd at this time to keep my Eq may be 
upon, and Improve this One thing which the Text ſuggeſts, andpn this 
which we have ſo much Reaſon to take to our ſelves, viz. à b: TY 
ing every where ſpoken againſt, This is what I have propos d 2 gainſt. 
the laſt General Head. Neviled 
n e{po1 

III. TO ſhew what is the Duty of Thoſe that are truly Piofrount e 
and Conſciencious in ſuch a Caſe. Certainly they ſhould not think th({Cauſe 
worſe either of rhemſelves,or their Cauſe, on this Account; muciſhe betr. 
Jeſs Reſign themſelves as a Conqueſt ro Noiſe and Confidenceſkhnd Co 
It is not now by a Calm and Sober debating the Articles upoſhe ref. 
which we differ that we are to be wrought upon; the Generalinſhen fa 
have neither Skill nor Patience to go that way to work; but fake th 
loud and bitter Ia vectives and Declamarions, yea, I with 1 haWrounc 
not Reaſon ro add, by the moſt notorious Falſehoods and MilYnciin' 
repreſentations, every where exaſperating Mens Spirits, and exo whs 
Citing them to Strife and Hatred, Man is 
| very v 

o get 
mainta 


for Mens giving u” their Principles, and ſlackening their Reſc 
lutions; we had never heard of ſuch a Choice as that of Moſes 
who cheſe to fer Affiiction with the People of Ged, rather than 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon : eſteeming the Repreach ff 
Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures in Egypt. We had neva 
heard of ſuch a Reſolve as that of Foſhua ;; As for me and my Hoi 
we will ſerve the Lord. In ſhorr, it the common Cry had bee 
enough to bear down Truth and Gonſcience, the Chriftian Rel 
on it ſelf muſt have been cruſl'd and Rifled in irs Infancy : And 


Perſon 
learn 
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bell Artemprs towards a Reformation from Popery, Superſtition 
ond Corruption in later Ages, had effectually been baffled and 
'enforevented ; and there would never have been ſuch a thing as 
on ingular Piety in the World. Noah and Lot, and 4braham and 
re. Ii ab, and the reſt of the Prophets under the Old Teſtament ; 
* with the Firſt Diſciples of Chriſt under the New, and the many 
1 Martyrs and Confefſors we read of, had never ſhone ſo brightly, 
olſhad they not ftood to their Principies, in ſpite of the greateſt 
Numbers of Oppolers. 
ny NOW then, let every Man ſet down this as the main Rule 


mf his Proceeding, He ein do 1 exerciſe my ſe f, to have always a © 


tbl an ſcience void of Off:nce toward God, and roward Men, Acts 24. 
uch. And then, I think, the Conduct of the Great Apoſtie Paul 
ein the Context, and of thoſe other Saints in Scripture we have 
1ellBnenrioned, will be a ſufficient Direction to us hew we oughr to 
Oflemean our {elves in all Caſes, and at all Times wherein we 
) nay be thus expoſed, . I ſhall comprize what J have to offer up- 
nddn this Head under theſe Four Particulars. 
6% (i.) I TT certainly concerns Men when they are thus ſpoken 
| ſhrainſt, to get well acquainted with the Cauſe for which they are 
Reviled, For a Man to bid Defiance to all Obloquy and Scorn, 
n elpouſing a Matter which he is able to give no ſufficient Ac- 
icupount of, is to render not only Himſelf contemprible, but his 
Cauſe roo. If upon any Aſſault he pretends to defend Himſelf, 
uche betrays an Ignorance and Weakneſs that adds to the Calumny 
end Contempt he labour'd under before: If upon being atrack'd 
pole refuſes, or is not able, to an 4 Reaſen for his * he 
rhe falls under the Cenſure of Ob/tinacy, as having reſolved to 
ſake this or the other way, without ever examining into the 
haGrounds of his doing ſo. The World, you know, is always 


Ailſnclin'd to fall faul upon thoſe who ſeem ſingular, in Pretending 


eo what they are not able to Support; ſo that whenever any 
Man is likely to be ſer upon for his being of ſuch a Party as is 
very where ſpoken againſt, it ſhould be his particular Concern 
o ger furniſh'd wuh a Knowledge of all that is neceſſary to 
eſofnaintain his Ground. 

THERE is indeed a great deal of Difference betwixt a 
1 peing able ro repreſent a matter ſo as to convince another, and ſo 
s to juſtifie one's ſelf : That may be a very good Reaſon for 
vemy own Conduct and Reſolutions, which yet may not be ſuffici- 
ſouſſhent to gain over another Perſon to the ſame Opinion. It is in- 
xcMleed greatly defirable, that, where Evidence and Truth lie moſt, 
el erſons were able ro communicate their Thoughts with that 
Au learneſs and Strength as to win upon others; but as this is a 


* 
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'Happineis few arrain to, it is not, I think, in the general, ſo hun. 
much to be aimed at. And in Caſes where Men have not onlyſ any 
Reœaſon, bur Power and Authority, Intereſts, and Preferments, Pei 


'a conceited or a violent Spirit, with ſuch like, I had almot}} whit 
ſaid, Invincibies, to argue againft, it is Vanity to expect any] deec 


Regard or Succeſs : However, I ſhould not content my ſelf inf to 
Matters of Religion, without ſuch Reaſons for what I do and pro- moi 
feſs, as may ſatisfie my ſelf, though I cannot thereby make amy cord 
Alteration in the Sentiments and Opinions of others. Thus to favo 
pay a due Reſpect ro our own Convictions, and to act faithfully tho 


according to our own Senſe of things, will prove that we are be, 


fircere and conſcientious, though we ſhould be thought by ſomeſſ in tt 
nor io wiſe and judicious as themſelves. Fam 

T O ſpeak plainly, I wiſh it might never once be ſaid, tha ally 
any Man is a Diſſ-nter through Ignorance and Weakneſs, off mad 
from a Spirit of Enthuſiafm ; nor that we ſtick cloſe to our Prin- have 
ciples upon the Prejudices of Education meerly, or from a (elf. I 
will 'd obſtinate Temper ; but by gaining ſuch a Knowledge of the very 


Scriptures, as by theſe to try the Spirits of the ſeveral Partie; geſt 
and examine the Order and Diſcipline of the ſeveral Churches: cred 


and then, teſtifying that prevailing Regard to the Concluſicngh} fuch 
we think our ſelves oblig d to draw; as that They may be aſnam then 
who have given the World ſuch falſe and contemptible Accountſh Tert 
of us. | | Chr. 
I know there are ſome of the moſt Conſiderable Members of © of 
the Church of England that have ſhewn themſelves Friendly wh © mm 
ward us; and that have with great Calmneſs and Judgment conf © /» 
ſidered what has been writ and offered on our Behalf : Bur rſh © ca 
Conceſſions which have been made by ſuch, and the Steps hic © be 
have been taken to gain the Diſſenters, are now cry'd out again it 
as contrary to the Senſe of the Church, and rhev who have con} © w 
into them are revil'd as Betrayers of it: ſo that both they and mi} © {o! 
are now every where ſpoken againſt ; and thoſe with whom we hav} ca 
moſt ro do at preſent are ſuch as carry Matters a quite differe: * lot 
way. «ve 
BUT to return to what I was upan, When any thing ef © de 
Conſequence and Importance in Religion becomes a matter * dc 
' Diſpute and Men are called out in a Publick manner to bear Wi © ra 


neſs for or againſt it; certainly tis then a Duty, and what com © fo 
mon Prudence and Wiſdom ſhould put us upon, ſeriouſly to ex} © bo 
amine and confider the Pcint in Debate, I might alſo add, that i 
is the Duty of thoſe who are the prevailing Party, as well as 
thoſe who are . 92-00 againſt, to inquire into theſe Things. Ir w 00 
ervation amongſt the Chriſtians for the firſt tha 
F yo 
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hundred Years, I think riil the time of Theodeſius, That whenever 
any Clamours and Tumults aroſe, illam eſſe ve am Eceleſiam que 
Per ſecutionem patitur, non que facit; That was the True Church 
which ſuffer d Perſecution, not That which raiſed it. And in- 
deed the Sufferings ot Thoſe in Theodaſiuss time, was not owing 
to any Difference either in Doctrine or Worſhip, but for the 
moſt thameful and tumultuous Riets and Mutinies *, So that ac- 
cording to that Obſervation it ſnould rather incline one to think 
favourably of thoſe who are every where ſpoken againſt, than of 
thoſe who raiſe ſuch Clamours and Reproaches, However thar 
be, tis certainly no ſufficient Reaſon ro conclude, that Men are 
in the wrong, or that they are realy contemptible, becauſe common 
Fame will have it ſo. For then Chriſtianity it ſelf had been effectu- 
ally run down ; and ſome of the braveſt Stands which have been 
made againſt Immorality, Superſtition, and Uſurpations, muſt 
have been prevented and diſcourag'd. 

I T is the Unhappineſs of the Diſſenters at this Day to be 
very much &nknown ; and therefore the groſſeſt and wildeſt Sug- 
geſtions ar continually publifh'd by ſome, and eaſily believ'd and 
credited by others: bur had I an Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
ſuch as are thus carry d away with common Reports, and from 
rhence judge of us; I would recommend to em that Paſſage of 
Tertullian, when in a like Circumſtance he is Apolagixing for the 
Chriſtians, Natura Fame omnibus nota eſt, &c, + ** The Nature 
* of Fame is known to all, One of your own Authors ſays, Fa- 
* ma malum, quo non aliad velccius ullum : Fame is an Evil, the 
ſwiffteſt of Evils; but why, ſays he, is it called an Evil? Be- 
* caule it flies ſo ſwift, becauſe it is an Informer? or rather 
« becaule it is a noted Liar? This is intended, no doubt; fince 
it never proves the Carrier even of Truth it (elf, but tis ſpail'd 
with the Mixtures of Falſehood ; leſſening or greatning, or 
ſome way or other altering and varying to and fra in its Ace- 
* count of things. It is only ſupported by Lyes ; and lives no 
longer than till it is obliged to prove things. Proof deſtroys its 
very Being: ſince Fame only reports, and never carries Evi- 
* dence along with it. Repert, as he goes on, is a very 
4 doubrful uncertain thing; and therefore no wiſe or conſide- 
* rare Perſon will lay much Streſs upon it. Let things be never 
{© fo prevailing and diftufive, ler em be never ſo ſtrenuouſly and 
© boldly aſſerted, a thinking Man will inquire into the Principle 
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* Vide Theoder, Ep. Cyr. Hiſt Eccl, lib, 5. Tertull. Apol, Sect. 3. 
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< and Riſe of them: as conſidering how many Ears and how] tive 
many Months they may have gone through, both which may | amp 
have 1njur'd em by mittaking or miſrepreſenting ; and ſo what have 
« was very inconſiderable at firſt is enlarged and obſcured ar laft if 
by various Rumours ; hence it is that Men care not to trace it, bla 
or to find our the firſt Author of the Falſehocd. And thus re- alas 
preſenting a genera! Rumour as falſe and lying; he tells us, It Firm 
* ſo happens, that Men raiſe and (ſpread Lyes, either from an lil F ply 1 
* Temper of Hatred and Strife, or from a Liberty they take of I ſtil! \ 
* ſaying any thing upon meer Jealouſy and Suſpicion: or, Which Wic 
is no new thing, from a natural Turn of Mind, that makes Þ nor | 
* ſome People take a Pleafure in Lying.” As far as this is good 
thought worthy of Regard, it will argue that not only tb/e, WhO ing o 
are every where ſpoken againſt, but others alſo are concerned to in- Plal. 
2 into thoſe Things, which are become the Occaſion of ſuch 4 
Popular Contempt and Reproach. But, agau 


2. IT is the Duty of ſuch as are thus ſpoken againſt, not to be ÞÞ fions 
aſhamed of their Profeſſion on that Account. St. Paul was far the 
m being aſham'd either of his Cauſe or the Chain with which imag; 
it had bound him; when he ſuffer'd as a Chriſtian. Be(ides what I 
we have taken Notice of, in the Verſes before our Text; there are that 
a great many other Places, in which he {peaks as one that — ever) 
in Reproaches, and Mockings, in Stripes and Afflictions for the Ridic 
Sake of Chriſt and the Goſpel. That Narrative of his Corver- Þ the ſ 
Fon, which we have in As 26. ſhews that he was not aſham'd ÞÞ ble te 
even before Kings, and in the moſt Auguſt Court of Fudicature ¶ great 
to acknowledge himſelf one of thoſe that were every where ſpoken ÞÞ Anar 
againft. So great and ſo handſome is his Cloſe of all, that in- bluſhe 
Read of being under Ditgrace, he appears the moſt amiable and and a 
excellenr Perſon of all that pompous Aſſembly. Only conceive of Þ very | 
Sim as addreſſing himſelf ro King Agrippa, who had told him he diſda: 
was almoſt RE to be a Chriſtian, and then entertain a mean Obſe; 
Thought of him if you can: I would to God, that not only thou, ¶ ſuch 
but even all that hear me this Day, were both almeſt and altogether ever 
ſuch as I am, except theſe Bonds. with 
AND as He thus behav'd himſelf, ſo he admoniſhes others nor ÞÞ this, 
to be aſhamed of their Believing in Chriſt ; and particularly he in- that 
joins it upon Timothy, Be not thou therefore aſhamed of the Teſti- 11 
mony F our Lord, nor of me his Priſoner. = $17. 
I am very ſenſible there is a wide Difference betwixt our Caſe, ¶ ceal e 
and that of rhe Apoſtles and fi? Chriſtians, but yet ſo far as any carry 
may apprehend they are pleading the Cauſe of Chriſt and Primi- had r: 
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tive Chriſtianity, ſo far they may and ought to look to ſuch Ex- 
amples and Encouragements as theſe. Tis true, that, ſince Kings 
have Gloried in the Chriſtian Name, and whole Kingdoms have 

feſs d the Chriſtian Religion, it ceaſes to be any more, in ſuch 
— an Occaſion of Suffering to be called a Chriſtian; rho” 
alas to be really ſuch is as hateful to a worldly Spirit as ever. 
Firmly to adhere to the Chriſtian Doctrines, and ſeriouſly to com- 
ply with all the Chriſtian In/tirutions and Commands, is what 
ſtill expoſes Perſons to the I Uſage, or the II Language of the 
Wicked and Profane. Tis allo grarefully acknowledged we are 
not now expoſed ro Bonds or Impriſonment for the ſake of a 
good Conſcience ; but our Soul is exceedingly filled with the ſcorn- 
ing of them that are at Eaſe ; and with the Contempt of the Proud, 
Plal. 123. 4. 

IN 3 Reſpects it is more needful to fortify the Mind 
againſt the Workings of Shame than of Fear, becauſe Perſons are 
many times known to be much more affected with the Apprehen- 
ſions of Diſgrace, than of Death it ſelf; and therefore have run 
the Hazard of /oſing their Lives to preſerve themſelves from 
imag inary Contempt. 

INDEED ſuch is the preſent State of Religion in general, 
that whatever Names Men call themſelves by, yer true Piety is 
every where attack d by harſh Cenſures, cruel Mockings, Jeſt and 
Ridicule, or a ſupercilious Scorn and Diſdain ; which, conſidering 
the ſeveral Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Men that are hereby lia- 
ble ro be impreſt and wrought on, muſt be allowed to be very 
great Trials and Exerciſes, One Man's Spirit is ſunk by the 
Anathema's, and confident Aſſertions of the Cenſorious ; Another 
bluſhes to Confuſion under the Taunts and Feers of the Ludicrous ; 
and a third preſently concludes himſelf to be influenced by ſome 
very little and mean Sentiments of things, becauſe of the haugbty 
diſdainful Looks of the Scornful : Tis evident to the moſt ordinary 
Obſerver, that Practical Religion has been more run down by 
ſuch Methods as thefe, than by the moſt dreadful Perſecutions that 
ever have been in the World; and therefore that Man that holds 
with Conſcience, and bears up ro his Duty in Oppoſition to all 
this, may aſſure himſelf of a Conqueror's Reward, as well as He 
that has ſuffered Martyrdem for Chriſt's ſake. | 

THERE is a very Culpable and Criminal Shyneſs in ſome 
young Perſons that puts em upon diſſembling, and ſeeking to con- 
ceal every thing that is ſerious and good in them; and they ſo 
carry it, at leaſt in ſome Companies, and at ſome times, as if they 
had rather be thought to have no Religion at all, than have it once 


ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected that they are /o much under the Power and Influence of 
a good Conſcience, as in reality they are: but ſurely if the Mat- 


ter was duly conſidered, ſuch Perſons would be aſhamed of their ſi 


Shame, and of their acting at ſo very cowardly and unbecoming 
a rate. 
IT ſhould methinks raiſe a Man's Spirit above all the Im- 


Tons of Shame, to conſider what ſort of Perſons they generally 


are, who ſpeak moſt ſcofing/y and contemptibly of us: They are 


ſuch perhaps as you hear in the very {ame Breath Blaſpheme the; 


Name of God, whilſt they are Revi/ing and deriding you : and 
can the Reproaches of ſuch be accounted any matter of Shame ? 


Or mall you not be much more concerned for the Honour of 


God, than for your own Honour ? 

NAY think again what is the trueſt and moſt deſirable Honour: 
For a Man to be well ſpoken of by a few vain, frolickſom, un- 
thinking Creatures; or to be reſpected by the wiſcſt and beſt of 
Beings z to have the Teſtimony of a geod Conſcience, and at laſt to 
ſtand approv'd of God, and be Applauded by the Fudge of all the 
Earch, when he ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, and with the 
Holy Angels; and when all the World ſhall be Witneſſes of his 
Proceedings ? Which of theſe do you think 1s the moſt real and 
deſirable Honour? Your Faith, if you truly believe theſe things, 
will ſoon determine you; and a lively Hope of em will keep you 
from being aſhamed. 

GIVE me leave here allo to put you in mind that your 
Covenant Reſignation and Dedication of your ſelves to God leaves 
you no room to make Exceptions. As far as the real Intereſt of 
your Souls 1s concerned, you have promiſed ro endure Scorns and 
pe as well as other Afflictions in your walking with God. 

e ſhould nor therefore be aſhamed of a conſcientious Regard 
. ſuch Vows and Obligations, however we may be ſpoken again}, 

ca, 


3. WE ſhould look upon it as our Duty ro ſtand up fer the 
who are thus Revil'd, and Sufferers for Conſcience ſake. Thus Saint 


Paul undertakes to vindicate that Sect that was every where ſpoken 
againſt, A Day being appointed he grudges no Pains, bur from 
Morning till Evening He was. perſwading the Fews concerning 
Feſus, both our of the Law of Meſes, and out of the Prophet, 
Verſe following the Text. Thus Oneſiphorus is commended to the 
Mercy of God, as one that did not ſhun or fly from the Apoſtle, but 
diligently ſought for him, and Refreſhed him in his Troubles, and 
was not aſhamed of his Chain, 2 Tim. 1, 16, 17. 1h 
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off IN theſe two Inſtances we ſee the Duty both of thoſe that mi- 
t- fer in ſacred things, and thoſe who attend on their Miniſtry : 
ir che One to ſtand up for Truth and Purity; and the Other ro 
strengthen and ſtand by them in lo doing. It ſhould indeed be fo 
far from Diſcouraging either one or r'other to have a multitude of 
n- I oppeſers, that it ſhould rather animate and invigorate them. 
yy I wiſh thole whom God has bleſs'd with many uſeful and valu- 
re able Talents, would think it their Duty to employ theſe as the 
he preſent State of Religion, and the Occaſions of the Church do more 
nd eſpecially require. If ſome Men were but as ready and willing as 
e all about them have conceived an Opinion they are able, to Piead 
the Cauſe of thoſe who are now every where ſpellen againſt, tho 
ir ſhould not ſtem the Tide, yer ſurely it might prevent many 


” i... 
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ur :MPcrſons being carry'd away with it. 
m-. WE ſee others thar can unite in nothing elſe, yet agree in 
of bearing hard upon the Diſſenters ; whilſt one contributes his ſhare 


0 


the 


ff Learning, another of Nie, and ſome who have little of either, 
ontribute a large ſhare of Malice to cenſure and expoſe them: 


the and do's not this call for the exerting of thoſe ſeveral Talents which 


hu pnight be of Service in a juſt Defence? Perhaps ſome may anſwer 
and Ne, the Temper of the World is ſuch, that Men will nor Read, 
ngs, or Hear, much leſs conſider what we have to ſay for our ſelves; 
youſſt may be ſo; bur the Time may come, when there will be a Diſ- 
ofirion to enquire who appeared in this and the other matter; and, 
our hen Men would be glad ro know what was offered on ſuch Occa- 
zent. Bur tis ſtill urg'd, there is no hepe of any Succeſs : that is, 
2 olſif we fix our Hope upon our ſelves, or cur own Endeaveurs ; but 
andſhall any think it a ſufficient Reaſon for neg/-&ing, that he muſt 
30d. Not truſt to, his beſt Endcavours > What knows anv Man how 
zard ſar God may own even the wege and moſt unlikely Artemprs ro 
inf, Pring about the greateſt Ends and Dctigns ? Nay, let the Event be 
what it will, that is not my Concern, but God's ; I ought to be 
ound in the way of my Duty, whatever may be the Conſequence ; 
theſe(nd He that rakes Pains in a goed Cauſe, whether he ſucceed or 
aint po at preſent, yet ſhall not /e his Reward ar laſt. 
ohen IT may again be Pleaded, that if God had any thing to do 
fromſW ſuch a time, and for ſuch Perſons, he would » + up Inſtru-: 
ning Rente to accompliſh his Purpoſes and Deſigns. In a»ſ.ver to which. 
bets {© would ask whether it has not really been fo, tha: C d has raiſed 
the and animated ſome to appear for us? But they Lave been cen- 
but fr d and diſcourag'd even by theſe that ſhould have ba d their 
ndeavours, and bleſſed God for them. And have there not been 
Pert who have ſtood ready for any Occaſion of Service, were ir 
IN noc 
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not for that intolerable Humour of carping and finding fault 
with every thing that 1s done ? Either thro' a forward Ignorance, 
or a little Nicety and Curioſity of Temper, or an over-atted Cau- 
tion, and Pretence to Superiour Prudence, we may obſerve ſome 
People condemning every Attempt of a publick Nature, when at 
the ſame time they are as little fir to be Judges as they are to be 
Actors in ſuch Affairs: Tho' I think it would be much more ex- 
cuſable ro put themſelves forward in Doing All they can, than to 
aſſume rhe Office of ſitting in Fudgment upon all that is done. 

BUT ro proceed, there are another Set of Perſons, who for 4 
time have profeſt themſelves in our Intereſt, that yet after a while, 
and when we have meſt ſtood in need of their owning and aſſiſting 
us, have withdrawn themſelves from us. I wiſh the firſt Motives, 
and chief Inducements of ſuch may be able ro ſtand a future Trial, 
Tho", I believe without breach of Charity, it may be ſuſpected 
that ſem? of thoſe Gentlemen have more to anſwer for, than they 
are willing to think at preſent, upon any thing we can ſay. 50 
that from the whole, it ſeems highly requiſite to preſs ſuch a Duty 
as this, namely, that Men ought to ſtand up for thoſe who are ſpoken 
againſt fer Conſcience-ſake. : 

AND this I would beg leave particularly ro urge with refe. 
rence to ſuch as are now requir'd either to quit their Places in the 
Government, or to deſert our Religious Aſſemblies. Theſe Perſons 
have a noble Opporrunity of ſhowing their Regard to a Party, 
deſpiſed for the ſake of a good Conſcience, And that it is their 
Duty to quit their Offices and adhere to our Public Aſſemblies, has 
been abundantly provid *. What I would offer upon this Head, 
is only to put them in mind of the Behaviour, and Conduct of 
the Miniſters in former times, when this was their Caſe. With 
all due reſpect to the Service and T/ſefulneſs of thoſe that are in 
higher Poſts, and with a juſt Concern for the Neceſſities of thoſe 
who may be in ſewer ones ; I would inſiſt upon this, as a Direct- 
on to Beth. Tis well known that when this Trial came upon 


our Miniſters, they did not ſtand objecting the Neceſſities of their F 


Families ; they could truſt them with a Good Providence: nor 
did they ſtand arguing what might be the Conſequence, if Men 
of contrary Principles and Tempers ſhould fill up their Places: but 
committing themſelves and theirs to an All wiſe God, they pre- 
ſently Reſolv'd rather to loſe their greateſt Benefices and Poſts of 
Service, than to decline from their Principles, Now the Trial comes 
not ſo much upon the Mzniſters, as upon the Leading Prefeſſor: 


amongſt rhe Diſſenters: I heartily wiſh that the Examples of e 
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Thoſe in a former Age, mighr engage Theſe in rhe preſent Age, 
1. Ito bear the ſame open and public Teſtimony, to the ſame Princi- 
ne hes: I mean as far as the ſame? things yer remain in Diſpute 
at (amongſt us. 5 
be] I need not tell ſuch as are in the moſt Eminent Stations, that 
x. for them to act frankly and ſincerely in this matter, will be ro 
ro | procure double Honour; and will be of the moſt fignal Service, 
ot only to the Diſſenters, but to Religion, and the Cauſe of 
- cenſcience it ſelf; as it will prove the Reality of theſe againſt all 
ile. Nche Profaneneſs of the Arheiſt, and the Worldling. 
ing AND for thoſe whole very Maintenance and Subſiſtence de- 
es pends upon what they wow do, it would methinks have a conſide- 
7% Trable Influence upon the common Part of the World to let it be 
ted cen, that they have ſomething nearer their Hearts, and more in 
hey their Thoughts than what they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall drink, 
So ler wherewithal they ſhall be cloathed ; even the Kingdom of God, and 
ury i Reghteouſneſs, Matth. 6. 31,33. O for ſuch a Spirit as chat 
en Jof the three Children, or rather the three Champions, in the Pro- 
pheſie, that ſhould enable Men to ſay, if you will allow the Allu- 
efe. on, God 1s able to deliver us from extreme Want and Poverty; and 
the iF he ſee it prod for us he will deliver us; but if not, we will not 
ſons Ncegſe to ſerve him according to our Conſciences, and as we have been 
rey, N ent to do. 
heir! 4-IT 1s certainly the Duty of every Man of Piety and Conſcience, 
has {with great Stedfaſtneſs and Conſtancy, to act up to his Senſe of 
cad, Dings. You will obſerve through the whole of this Diſcourſe, 
+ of chat I have taken it for granted, in what has been (aid with refe- 
ih rence to the Diſſenters, that thoſe who profeſs themſelves ſuch, do 
> in lit for Conſcience ſake : And this I am ſure oughr ro he ſtedfaſtly 
hoſe Nadhered to. 
til THERE is a Text in Micah, which I had no ſooner thought 
pon of, but I was ready to wiſh for time to begin a freſh Diſcourſe; 
heir las it may ſuggeſt a many things very ſuitable ro our preſent Sub- 
nor ect: I ſhall however content my ſelf with a tranfient Accommo- 
Men dation of it: Chap. 4. ver 5. For all People will walk, every one 
but the Name of his God; and we will walk in the Name of the Lord 
pre- N- God for ever, and ever, This intimares to us, that all People 
ts of Pave ſome Notions of a Deity, and the Horſpip which is due to 
aim; as alſo, that whatever they embrace and fall in with, under 
hat Notion, tho' never ſo Idolatrous and Superſtitions, they are 
generally very Reſolute in it; Every one will walk in the Name of 
bir God, We therefore much more, as if the Prophet had ſaid, 
, ho have the true God, and rhe only God to be ,, ſuould Re- 
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ſolve, tbat we will walk in the Name of the Lord our God for ever, 
and ever, Hence it is, that when the People of Iſrael are ſaid to 
have Changed their Glory, that is, their God, and their War ſhip ; 
it is ask d with Wonder, Hath a Nation changed their Gods, which 
yet are no Gas? Tho many worſhip vain and imaginary Deities, 
and ſuch as are no Gods, yet has it been known that they have 
changed them? And upon the M aelites having acted at 1o fooliſh 
a race, tis preſently added, Be aſtoniſied O ye Heavens at this, 
and be ye horribly af aid, Jer. 2. 11. 

Now, what was the manner of People in theſe times, when 
they worſhip'd different Gods, has ſtill continued to be the manner 
of rhe World where they have worſhip'd in different ways ; tho 
they have own d one and the ſame God, Every one is for walking 
in that way which he has fix d upon, and of which he has cnter. 
rained the greareit Opinion, whatever it be that firſt determin'd, 
and engagd him. Some are led purely by Education, Others 
are govern d very powerfully by ite, et, and Many are ſwayed 
by meer Humour, and the Friend{hip or Con verſation of agrees. 
ble Companions; Vet each of theſe we ſee very warm, and zcaTous 
for the Way they have fal'n into. And ſhall nat thole, who have 
been wrought upon, by a Spirit of Regeneration; and who by 
ſtrong inward Convittions of their Duty aud Happineſs, have been 
fixcd for God and Heaven, much more take up a Reſolution, 
that, where they have thus met with Gd, they will continue to wal, 
with him as long as they live? I thonld never entertain a hald 
Thought of any, that, upon ſuch a Principle, ſtood up for this 
or the other Church, and Society of Chriſtians ; only J muſt 

lead the Reaſonabicneis that the lame Allowance {ſhould be made 
y Them to Others. | 

T HIS, I am perſwaded, ie the Caſe of mam of the Diſſen- 
tere, and that which has rendred their Way of Ho ſbip very defira- 
ble and valuable to them. Buri! befides this, they fer themſelves 
!erioully to conſider things, (according to our ft Admoniticn) 
and thereupon apprehend that the Way they have chrſzn is moit 
agriccable to Scripture, and the Re which Chriſt has given us, 
they ought to abide by it, in rhe Fewiſh Phraſe, for ever and ever, 
or, in other Words, from Generation to Geacratiion. 

THE grand Point, which the Oiſſenters are contending for, 
is this, that nothing be inlifted on, as a Term of Communion, but 
what our Bieſſed Lord has required, and laid down, as ſuc/; 
in the Received Cancn of Scripture, And whiifſt we thus ſtand 


up forthe Original Plan of our Religion, and the fo? pure unmixt 
laſtitutions of it, we think we. may look upon our {elves as 
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walking in the Name of the Lord our Ged.; and that, in this way 
of doing ſo, we ought to Perſevere, This we apprehend to be the 
only means of enlarging the Foundations of the Church, ſo as to 
tale in All, who ſincerely Believe and Obey the Goſpel; and at 
the ſame time ſecuring the Sacred Incloſure, ſo as to keep out All, 
who are Diſobedient and Unbelievers. Till Matters be reduc'd 
to this Standard, we have no Hope of ever ſeeing thoſe h 

Times, which the Prophet Micah ſpeaks of, when God ſnould ſo 
Gloriouſly appear in the midſt of them that did Reſolve ro wall 


in his Name, 


AND if this be really the Way to ſuch Bleſſings, it ſuould not 
only encourage us to maintain our Sentiments, but ſhould engage 
others to come into them. How deſirable a thing muſt it be, to 
ſee ſuch a Prophecy fultill'd ? It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, 
that the Meuntain of the Houſe of the LORD ſhall be eſtabiifhed 
in the Top of the Mountains, and. it ſhall be exaited above the Hills, 
and People ſhall flow unto it. And many Nations ſhall come and ſay, 
Ceme and let us go up to the Mountain of the LORD, and to. the 
Houſe of the Gerd of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk, in his paths for the Law ſhall go forth of Zion, and the 
Word of the LORD from Jeruſalem. And he ſhall judge among 
many People, and rebuke ſtreng Nations afar off, and they ſhall beat. 
their Swords into Plowſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-books : 
Nation ſhall nct lift up a Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they 
learn War any more, But they ſhall fit every Man under his Vine, 
and under his Fig-tree, and none ſhall make them afraid: for the 
Mouth of the LORD of Hoſts hath ſpoken it, Micah 4. begin. Now, 
as far as we think the Principles we adhere to do promiſe ſuch a 
State of things, 'us fit we ſhould be concerned about them, and 
firmly refolv'd to peſiſt in them. | 

N OR ſhould it be thought ſufficient privately to entertain 
ſuch Opimons ; bur, as Mcn are called to ir, and as they have 
Opportunity, they ought to give a publich Teſtimony of their re- 
ceiving and avowing them: cſpecially when the Conſequences 
of their doing fo, arc like to be great and conſiderable. I am 
ſatisſied that if all who agree with the Diſſenters in the Point 
above-mentioned would think it their Duty to appear with them 
in Declaring ſo much, it would more tend to promote true Piety, 
and, at laſt, a goed Underſtanding, amongſt us, than for any to 
lie under the Suſpicicn of what they care not to own, However, 
I would hope, that ſuch as have hitherto continued with us, will 
not /{ink under the preſent Thal of their Conſtancy and Integrity. 


God. has many times ownd in a very ſignal manner an Open and 
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Adventurous Piety, when thoſe who have been contriving lietſe 
Shifts and Expedients, have prov'd really Sufferers, by thoſe means 
from which they promis'd themſelves Peace and Security. 

HOW far was Daniel tranſported beyond all rhe Arguings 
of Fleſh and Blood, and the Common Meaſures of Humane Pru- 
dence, when he perſiſted not only in the Worſhip ef God, but in 
Juch a particular manner of Worſhip, as he knew would expoſe 
him, and prove an Occaſion of his heing thrown into the Den 
of Lions? He knew an irrevocable Decree was ſigned, he knew 
how much depended upon his being prov'd an Oifender; and yet 
with an amazing Greatneſs of Mind he goes on juſt as he us'd to 
do, as openly and undifturb'd as if he knew there had been no 
Danger at all in what he did. Thar one Verſe, Dan. 6. 10. gives 
a very noble and moſt affecting Proof of a Brave and Steddy Con- 
duct in Matters of Religion, Now when Daniel knew that the 
Writing was ſigned, he went into his Houſe, and his Windows being 
open in his Chamber toward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his Knees 
Three times a Day, and Prayed, and gave Than ls before his God 
AS HE DID AFORE-TIME. What I would lay the Streſs 
upon here, is the laſt Expreſſion, He prayed and gave Thanks as he, 
did afore-time, We will readily grant, that he was obliged, ar 
all Hazards, ro worſhip the True God, in Oppoſition to all Idola- 
trous Decrees ; and that he was obliged when he worſhipped to 
look toward Feruſalem, according to that known Place, 1 Kings 8, 
But was there any Neceſſity that he ſhould kneel at his Window, 
ſo as to be ſeen or heard there? | 
.*FIS plain that Darius the King had ſuch an Opinion of 
Daniel, and ſuch a very great Affection for him, that no Suſpici- 
ons againſt him would have taken Effect : for even when a Num- 
ber of his Enemies had aſſembled, and found him making Supplica- 
tion, ſo as that they were able to give in the fulleſt Evidence of 
the Fæct; yet the King was ſore difpleaſed with himſelf for making 
ſuch a Decree, and 2 his Heart on Daniel to deliver him, and 
labour'd to do it till the going down of the Sun, ver. 14. Now as he 
was thus ſecure ves any Sufpicions, and even againſt ſome 
Degrees of Evidence, might not Daniel have been true to his 
Religion, and yer have kept himſelf out of Danger? Would not 
Common Prudence, as ſome ſpeak, have ſuggeſted, that he might 
rerire at different Hours, and might ha ve prayed at ſuch a Diſtance 
from his Vindow, and in ſo ſoft a manner, as not to be diſcovered 
or over-heard ? Eſpecially ſince it was but for Thirty Days that he 
was to be under this Confinement : and conſidering withal how 
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much depended his acting Cauriouſly, and under Covert; ar 
that Funture : when not only his own. Preferments and his very 
Life lay at Stake; bur in all probability the Jewiſh Nation muſt 
ſuffer under the dreadful Conſequences of his being cut off, 
Yea, the Peace and Proſperity of the whole State ſeem'd in a 
great meaſure ro depend upon this Daniel; of whom it is ſaid, 
when he was prefer d above the Preſidents and Princes, that ſuch an 
excellent Spirit was in him, the King thought to ſet him over the 
whole Realm, And yet all this laid together did not alter his Be- 
haviour one jot, or make him vary in ene Circumſtance ; bur as 
he continued to worſhip his God, ſo he did it in the ſame way and 
manner as he did afore-time ; that 1s, juſt as he would have done, if 
ſuch a Decree had never been made, Such an Example as this 
ſhould nor be look'd upon only as what is worthy to be Admired, 
bur as fir to be Imitated. | 

BUT I fee I muſt conclude; and that I ſhall do by leaving 
with you theſe following ferences; which may alſo be look'd 
upon as further Directions to us, in our Conduct and Behaviour, 
under ſuch a Circumſtance as that in our Text. 

SINCE this is indeed our Caſe to be every where ſpoken 
arainſt, this ſhould make us every where w.tchful over our ſelves, 
that we give no juſt Occaſion to any to ſpeak Evil of us. Take 
Care that nothing be brought againſt us, bur in the Matters of 
our God; that we ſuffer not as Evil Doers in any reſpect, but on- 
ly for the ſake of a Good Conſcience, and then happy ate we. 

AGAIN, Our being every where ſpoken againſt by Men, 
ſhould make us more concerned to ſecure the Favour of God, and 
to approve our ſelves to him; and that will be inftead of the 
Smiles of Princes, and better than all the Honours and Enjoy- 
ments of the World, Let us remember and ſeriouſly think of 


this, that to make a ſtrifer Profeſſion than others, is but ro ren- 


der our ſelves the more unhappy and miſerable at laſt, if our 
Hearts are not right with God. We had need look to it that we 
be very ſincere in what we do: or elſe whilſt we are reproached 
by Thoſe about us for making ſuch a Profeſſion, we are ſure to be 
abhorr'd and rejected of God, becauſe we have no more than a 
Profeſſion. 

FURT HER, Our being commonly ſpoken againſt, ſhould 
be an Occaſibn of increaſing brotherly Love: Ir ſhould fix a more 
hearty and laſting Affection for one another; that the more others 
are provok'd re Strife and Il! ARioms, the thore we may be pro- 
vok'd to Love and Good Works, 
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-» FINALLY, Your being ſpoken agi ſhould” not” Gee 
inidue Reſentments or Behaviour toward thoſe that treat you 
In ſuch a manner. But think of our bleſſed Maſter, who when 
he was Reviled, Reviled not again; and always keep in Mind 
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WHICH God grant we may be enabled to do. 
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